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Robert Orben wrote; "Every
speaker has a mouth; An
arrangement rather neat.
Sometimesit'sfilled with
wisdom. Sometimesit'sfilled
with feet." This awkward
position is a plight common to
all.

Perhaps one of the foremost
reasons for man's perpetual
problem of putting hisfeet in
hismouth istheall to
common tendency to lie. |
quote an article in the Toronto
Star (January 7, 1995): "A lot

of people have become so
inured to the idea of the so
caled harmlesslie, they don't  inner maninsuch away that  up into him who is the
know the difference. At that the message of thelipstakesa Head, that is, Christ."
point, you'rejust lying out of  complete turn around. Says (Ephesians 4:15 NIV). The
instinct". Although lyinghas  David "He put anew songin  truth must be spokenin
become instinct, its
destructive power has not
diminished "Thetongueaso  NIV). Nevertheless, a
isafire, aworld of evil
among the parts of the body.  living Christ still requiresthe A believer must pursue

It corrupts the whole person,  spiritual disciplinesto seethat God's goal for speech: "May
sets the whole course of his
lifeonfire, andisitself set on  The Christian must commit to  the meditation of my heart
fire by hell." (James 3:6 NIV). God's guide for speech:

A field survey trip in April afforded me the opportunity to be involved in West
Africafirst hand. During this short-term trip | was privileged to teach 23 pastoral
interns. In Ho, Ghana, a Bible College modular course was taught aswell asaBible
Institute Class. The Bible College class ran for two weeks from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00
p.m., Monday through Friday. The Institute class ran Thursday and Friday or the
second week from 8:00 a.m. to noon, and from 2:00 p.m. to 4,00 p.m. Whilein
Ghanal was aso privileged to preach as several of the village churches and witness
these local assemblies worship and reach out to the lost with the gospel of Christ.
There were baptism services (atotal of 20 new believers baptized), worship
celebrations, church picnics and new believers welcomed into fellowship.

After aboarder crossing into Togo and a hair-raising, seven hour trip through
mountains, and rain forests, across plains and past dozens of overloaded, no-
maintenance trucks, we arrived at Kara, North Togo. Here | was again privileged to
teach a Bible College Modular Study for one week, 8:00 am. to noon and 2:00 p.m.
to 4:00 p.m., translated by ABWE missionary Gib Dickinson.

In each of the three classes, the students reflected a deep thirst for the Word of God.
Although the student pastor's were studying without the availability of personal
Bible helps such as concordances and dictionaries, thisin no way distracted from
their commitment to work through the course requirements with enthusiasm and
diligence. God used thistrip to confirm His call in my own heart to train pastors
and church leadersin West Afirca

One of the joys of salvationis "speaking the truth in love,
to see the Lord change the we will in al things grow

my mouth, ahymn of praise  love, putting the total

to our God." (Psalms 40:3 interests (spiritual,
emotional, relational) of the
personal relationship with the  listenersfirst.

"transformed tongue" emerge.  the words of my mouth and

be pleasing in your sight, O



LORD, my Rock and my availsthe Christian of the ever that the Lord is anxiousto old self with its practices.”

Redeemer." (Psalms 19:14 present guard for speech: "Set  fulfil. (Colossians 3NIV).

NIV). To determine in any aguard over my mouth, O Paul's wordsto each Christian  There is no guarantee that
situationto say "What Jesus ~ LORD; keep watch over the  must be taken seriously: "But  Christians will avoid that
would say" isone approach to door of my lips." (Psalms now you must rid yourselves  common problem of "foot
measure what would please 141:3 NIV). To commence of all such things as these: in mouth" disease, however
Him. The key isto determine  each day in prayer with a anger, rage, malice, slander becoming tangled in the

to do so. request for the Lord to help us  and filthy language from your ~ web of liesisinexcusable
Finally, to know Christ isto consider what is appropriate  lips. Do not lieto each other,  for those who are called by

be indwelt by the Holy Spirit  to say before our lipsgointo  since you have taken off your  God's own name.
(see John 14), and therefore action, is an answer to prayer

Morning trip to the well for many villagers. Mathetes Baptist Bible College classroom, Ghana.

Baptism at Rock of My Salvation Baptist Church ~ African gem (very common, but uniquely precious)
Adaklu, Goefe (Ghana)



