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In the frenzy of daily routine 
and people problems, my 
mind can capture a picture of 
peace and serenity by 
returning to my boyhood days 
of farm living. I picture 
myself sitting on the rail fence 
in southern Ontario watching 
the cows pasture quietly in the 
field as a breeze passes over 
the long grass giving the 
impression of a gently rolling 
sea. The closest thing to 
violent activity is the 

occasional flick of a tail or 
twitch of an ear by a cow to 
chase away flies. Peace 
prevails.  
The shepherds of Israel must 
have found a similar peace 
among the flocks of sheep 
because their word for 
pasturing grew to represent 
the best of life's peaceful 
coexistence among fellow 
human beings. The idea of 
sheep or cattle grazing side by 
side (rah-gah) grew to include 

the tranquillity of two 
standing together in peace and 
harmony (rah-yah), translated 
companion, friend, neighbour.  
To this beautiful expression of 
human relationship, God adds 
His own standard of 
excellence: "A friend loves at 
all times" (Proverbs 17:17 
NIV). God's call to friendship 
includes the extension of 
unconditional love where an 
"accept me as I am" attitude 
predominates. The Lord 

expressed this Himself on 
Calvary where "God 
demonstrates His own love 
for us in this: While we 
were still sinners, Christ 
died for us." (Romans 5:8 
NIV). The call to salvation 
is not "whosoever is 
worthy", but "whosoever 
will", may come! (see John 
3:16 and Romans 10:11-13). 
To the emphasis of 
unconditional love in 
acceptance, the Lord adds 
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During the first 2 weeks of July, we were privileged to attend the Candidate 
Seminar Class of 2003. Although a very busy pace was kept throughout the 18 days, 
this was a spiritually rewarding time. ABWE's president, Dr. Loftis challenged the 
88 candidates with an opening address that set the stage for two weeks of prayer, 
and Bible study, teaching and interacting, and mission preparation focused on the 
Mission's core values of integrity, excellence, compassion and accountability. 
On Thursday, July 10, Kathi and I were interviewed by the ABWE board and then 
officially appointed as career missionaries to West Africa.  A recognition service for 
all appointed missionaries from the class of 2003 was held at Messiah College on 
Sunday, July 13. At this service, Kathi and I each received certificates of 
completion of the Candidate Seminars and were each presented with the "mantel of 
service" from Canadian missionaries Wally and Jeannie Stephenson. It is with 
excitement and anticipation that Kathi and I begin this new phase of our service to 
the King of Kings. 
Upon career missionary appointment we met with the financial director of ABWE 
to calculate our support needs. These needs are established by ABWE according to 
the cost of living in each missionary's resident location, health and insurance benefit 
costs per family, and ministry expenses such as automobile, air travel, office and 
administration needs. Although some of the "Canadian" expenses have yet to be 
determined, we were delighted to be informed that approximately 13 % of our 
support has already been committed. We praise God for His blessings and look 
forward to serving Him during our Pre-Field Ministry time.  Please pray for us. 

�����
�����

�
�� 



unconditional love in action: 
"there is a friend who sticks 
closer than a brother." 
(Proverbs 18:24 NIV), "Do 
not forsake your friend and 
the friend of your father, and 
do not go to your brother's 
house when disaster strikes 
you--better a neighbour 
nearby than a brother far 
away." (Proverbs 27:10 NIV). 
Here God's call to friendship 
involves accepting 

responsibility for a 
neighbour's needs when 
hardship comes. In calamity a 
true friend is there with open 
arms and open pockets. To 
this extent, God has promised 
to help all who call upon Him 
according to His will and 
purpose: "When my father 
and my mother forsake me, 
then the LORD will take care 
of me." (Psalms 27:10). 

With the Hebrew word for 
pasturing implying such 
significance in defining 
human friendship, and with 
God's own standard 
understood from scripture, 
Psalm 23 becomes very 
special. It begins: "The LORD 
[is] my shepherd; I shall not 
want. He maketh me to lie 
down in green pastures: he 
leadeth me beside the still 
waters. He restoreth my soul: 

he leadeth me in the paths 
of righteousness for his 
name's sake." (Psalm 23:1-
3).  
Two questions become self 
evident- Is the Lord that 
kind of shepherd-friend to 
you, a source of life, peace 
and contentment? Are you 
God's kind of friend to 
others, accepting and acting 
with unconditional love?
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