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November 2005
Ministry Update...

October proved to be a busy month of travel as well as preparation for November’s return to Ghana. A trip to
New Brunswick for Earl provided opportunity to minister the Word and share the needs of training pastors in
West Africa at Main Street Baptist Church in Sackville, Devon Park Baptist
Church in Fredericton, NB. In his travels, Earl was reacquainted with a
fellow Pensacola classmate who is the pastor of Hodgdon Baptist Church in
Hodgdon, Maine and was invited to share the ministry there. Earl was also
privileged to represent ABWE at the New Brunswick Bible Institute Mission
conference. He taught three seminars on missions and was able to present
the Son-Rise in Africa ministry as well. This conference proved a special
blessing with the honour of meeting and ministering along side Zvi (Israel
My Gilory) and Meno Kalisher. Zvi shared the amazing story of God’s grace
in his life during the war years and how he was led to the Lord by an ABWE
missionary in Israel many years ago. A trip to Mayville, NY afforded an additional opportunity to share the
ministry as well as get together with our dear friends Merle and Doris Richardson. These veteran
missionaries introduced us to missions in 1979 when we worked with them for the summer at Shalom Lake
Camp in Ohio.

Africa Calls...

Here is the tes’umony of Emmanuel Gbebu: “I was not born into a Christian home, so | spent most of my life
in the world. | later joined the E.P. church where | became a leader. Yet | did
not know anything about salvation. | learned about doing good works and the
laws which can let me go to heaven. IN 1999 a missionary came to our
village named Adaklu-Dzakpo. He taught how to go to heaven through Jesus

‘ . 5 Christ — John 3:16. From that day | recognized myself as a sinner who can
" Emmanuel Gbebu never do anything to please God. | therefore gave my life to Christ and | know
that | am saved only by Christ who paid for my sin. | have eight children with
- — a wife who goes to a Baptist church at Dzakpo. | am a leader of the church.

Glory to God for my salvation.” Africa calls...

Present Intinerary:
November 3-29 — Ghana & Togo, West Africa.
December 4, 11, 18, 25 — Bethel Baptist Church, Orillia ON — cancelled for cancer treatment

Here’s a Word in Season from Earl

Few would deny that human life is swayed by care. This is by no means considered inappropriate, for
most realize that all people have some measure of responsibility. The ordinary cares concerning food,
clothing and housing, have in the recent past been taken for granted in this country. However, such is not the
case for many today. These essential cares have become a point of anxiety as the means of supply has slipped
from grasp. In such difficult times few need to be reminded that anxiety tears away at the very fibre of life
leaving despondency, depression and despair, which seem insurmountable.

The Bible gives a simple, yet meaningful, answer to those who are anxious: "Be careful (anxious) for
nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known
unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through
Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:6-7).

The Christians at Philippi were under duress through economic and political circumstances. To them,
Paul gave this answer for an anxious heart; "pray with thankfulness". On first glance this undoubtedly seems



too simple. Yet for the Philippians Paul reminded them of two meaningful facts: they belonged to God, "our
citizenship is in heaven" (Philippians 3:20), and Christ as Lord of all had the power "to bring everything under
His control" (Philippians 3:21, NIV). The answer for a troubled heart was rooted in faith in God's
commitment to His children's best interests (as special citizens) and God's ability to meet every need (through
unlimited power). Sharing the requests in prayer acknowledged God's care and thanksgiving reflected the faith
in His answer as being completely appropriate. The result was a promised peace of mind.

This same peace can be found today by following the Philippians' example of accepting the gospel
message (Philippians 1:5), believing that Jesus paid the penalty of sin in His death, then rose from the dead
(1 Corinthians 15:3-4) and humbly surrendering our lives to God's will and care. This privileges believers
with the opportunity to express the requests on our hearts and trust God for what is best, understanding these
circumstances as a means of developing a deepening dependence upon God.

A peace that passes human understanding even in the most anxious of times can be found through
prayer that springs from a relationship with God through the gospel, and a trust upon God that can be thankful
in all things.

Kathi’s Notes...
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Please pray with us...

1. For good health. Kathi has received the good news that recent mammography tests at Mt. Sinai
Hospital in Toronto show no evidence of malignancy. Routine yearly tests will continue at Mt.
Sinai. Earl has been diagnosed with prostate cancer and will undergo further assessment in
December upon his return from Africa to determine the appropriate treatment. Please pray for
wisdom as the options are reviewed and for success as Earl proceeds with treatment toward a
cure.

2. For the remainder of our support. We are now at 82% of our support requirements. Ten churches
each contributing $25 per week would complete our support needs. Please pray that the Lord
would raise up the additional prayer and financial partners for this ministry.

3.  For asuccessful November teaching tour. Earl has prepared a study in Hermeneutics
(Interpreting Scripture) for the Mathetes Bible College in Ho and Institute classes in Ho and Hojoe
respectively. As well, a curriculum meeting with pastors in Togo is tentatively scheduled. Please
pray that these classes and the meeting will be blessed of God and further equip the pastors in
West Africa as they carry on the work of shepherding their flocks and planting new churches.

4. For wisdom in preparing studies and designing curriculum as the West African Baptist Bible
College and Seminary is in the process of being founded. In late January Earl is joining a
strategy team in Ghana to develop a plan for establishing this needed school to address training
in 5 West African countries. Please pray that the team is united in thought, passion, wisdom and
God’s strength.

5. For Kathi as she holds down the fort at home. Fall is often a busy time for scheduling the next
year's meetings. Winter also comes early in Muskoka with its snow removal and driving
challenges. Please pray for Kathi as she faces these challenges in Earl’s absence along with her
teaching responsibilities.



