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 Most have read (with a measure of envy) about people finding items of great value in the most 
unlikely spots: the giant diamond that was purchased for mere pennies at an open market, the rare stamp 
that was picked up at a garage sale, the original painting purchased at a pawn shop are a few examples. 
Although some of these finds are unexpected surprises, they are often the result of a keen eye in recognizing 
that "there is more than meets the eye".  
 This holds true regarding the Christmas story as well. For many, the story stops with the cute child in 
the manger, yet like the diamond in the square, there is more here than meets the eye.  The wise men, with 
discerning eyes, saw the King of Kings, one worthy of royal gifts and reverent worship: "On coming to the 
house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped him. Then they 
opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh." (Matthew 2:11 
NIV). This child was the sovereign Lord of Glory whose dominion is from everlasting to everlasting, and 
whose kingdom was prepared from the foundation of the world (Matthew 25:34). Later, Simeon saw with 
equally discerning eyes far more than a cute baby, he said: "my eyes have seen Your salvation, which you 
have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people 
Israel." (Luke 2:30-32 NIV). Simeon understood that the child was God's provision for the salvation of 
mankind, the expression of God's loving care. Determined before the foundation of the world, the child was 
destined to be the Lamb of God that would take away the sin of the world. (Revelation 13:8)  
 With every measurement that makes things uniquely priceless, the babe in the manger surpasses all. 
In rarity, He is the Only Begotten Son; in antiquity, He is the Beginning and the End-the One from before 
time; in beauty, He is the lily of the valley, the fairest of ten thousand, the bright and morning star. The child 
in the manger was the one for whom countless numbers of faithful followers of the living God in ages past 
longingly looked. And now that He has come, all can look upon the texts of Holy Script and see with 
discerning eyes, and believing hearts.  
 Paul realized the importance of discerning vision when he prayed: "asking that the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know 
him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope of 
his calling," (Ephesians 1:17-18). There is great value in the Christmas message, eternal value worthy of 
more than a passing seasonal glance. Do not let the pricelessness of the Christmas Child pass you by. 
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1.   For good health. Earl has been diagnosed with prostate cancer and will undergo surgery in 

February. Please pray for wisdom as the surgery options are reviewed and for success toward 
complete cure. 

2.    For the remainder of our support. We are presently at 84% of committed support. Please pray that 
the Lord would raise up the additional prayer and financial partners for this ministry. 

3.    For wisdom in preparing studies and designing curriculum as the West African Baptist Bible 
College and Seminary is in the process of being founded. In late January Earl is joining a strategy 
team in Ghana to develop a plan for establishing this needed school to address training in 5 West 
African countries. Please pray that the team is united in thought, passion, wisdom and God’s 
strength. 
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January 19 – Feb 11 – WABS meeting and teaching  in Africa. 
February 16 – surgery for Earl. 


